
WRITING 1
All Writing 1 classes are invited to visit the 
Museum to explore the role of visual art as a 
cultural text. A Museum visit provides students 
with the opportunity to master the skills 
of close visual analysis and to learn how to 
apply these skills to the writing process. An 
educator will discuss key strategies for thinking 
critically about art and introduce students to 
resources available on chosen works as a way 
to jumpstart research. For more information 
or to schedule a visit, contact Rochelle 
Caruthers, university academic programs 
coordinator, at rochelle.caruthers@wustl.edu 
or 314.935.9433.

ART OF OBSERVATION
This collaboration between the Washington 
University School of Medicine and the Museum 
encourages medical students to use their 
powers of observation to dissect works of 
art. The goal of this program is to reinforce 
the importance of the art of looking within 
the practice of medicine, to improve medical 
students’ verbal and nonverbal communication 
skills, and to hone their observational and 
descriptive abilities. For more information 
or to schedule a visit, contact Rochelle 
Caruthers, university academic programs 
coordinator, at rochelle.caruthers@wustl.edu 
or 314.935.9433. 

LUNCH AND LEARN
Faculty and staff are invited to get to know the 
Museum over lunch. Designed to last about 
an hour, the program begins with lunch, either 
brown bag or catered through Bon Appetit, during 
which Museum education staff provide a brief 
introduction to the Museum. An optional tour of 
the Museum is available after lunch.

For more information or to schedule a visit, 
contact Rochelle Caruthers, university academic 
programs coordinator, at rochelle.caruthers@
wustl.edu or 314.935.9433.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum dates 
back to 1881 with the founding of the St. Louis 
School and Museum of Fine Arts at Washington 
University. Its collection was formed in large 
part by acquiring significant works by artists 
of the time, a legacy that continues today. Now 
one of the finest university collections in the 
United States, the Museum contains strong 
holdings of 19th-, 20th-, and 21st-century 
European and American paintings, sculptures, 
prints, installations, and photographs. The 
collection also includes some Egyptian and Greek 
antiquities and more than 100 Old Master prints.

The Kemper Art Museum presents three new 
exhibitions each semester. Visit often to see 
what’s new in the galleries, and sign up for 
the Kemper eNews to receive information on 
upcoming exhibitions and events, including films, 
lectures, gallery talks, concerts, and more.

314.935.4523 | kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu
11a–5p Daily, except Tuesdays

11a–8p First Friday of every month
Closed Tuesdays and University holidays

Front: Olafur Eliasson, Your Imploded View, 2001. Polished aluminum, 51 3/16" 
diameter. University purchase, Parsons Fund, 2005.

Art of Observation students work on a writing activity in the 2013 
exhibition Face and Figure in European Art, 1928–1945.
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TEACHING & LEARNING
The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum 
encourages faculty members to integrate works 
of art from the Museum’s permanent collection 
and special exhibitions into their teaching. 
Faculty can use the collections by organizing an 
exhibition in the Teaching Gallery, arranging a 
visit to the Study Room, or bringing their students 
for an educator-led or self-guided tour of the 
permanent collection or special exhibitions.

TEACHING GALLERY
The Teaching Gallery is dedicated to exhibiting 
works from the Museum’s collection with 
connections to Washington University curricula. 
Located within the Bernoudy Permanent 
Collection Gallery, this space offers exciting 
possibilities for cross-disciplinary dialogue 
among faculty, students, and the community. 
Teaching Gallery exhibitions can be used 
to supplement courses in a variety of ways, 
including through art historical analysis, 
creative writing, research assignments, and 
interdisciplinary inquiry. For more information, 
contact Allison Taylor, manager of education, at 
allison.taylor@wustl.edu or 314.935.7918.

STUDY ROOM
The Museum’s Study Room is available by 
appointment for faculty, scholars, students, and 
the general public to view works that are not on 
view in the gallery. For more information or to 
schedule a Study Room visit, contact Kim Broker, 
associate registrar, at kim.broker@wustl.edu 
or 314.935.5385 at least two weeks in advance. 
Visit the online collection database to search and 
explore the thousands of works in the Museum’s 
collection that are available as a resource for you 
and your students: 

kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu/collection.

VISITING THE MUSEUM
The Museum offers inquiry-based tours of the 
permanent collection and special exhibitions led 
by museum educators. Tours are structured to 
encourage discussion, visual analysis, and cross-
disciplinary connections. 

Below are examples of activities that can be 
incorporated into a tour of the Museum:

Ekphrastic Poetry: Students complete a visual 
analysis and a poetry writing exercise.

Find/Seek/Discuss: Students write a short 
descriptive paragraph about a work of art, then 
discuss and analyze their descriptions in pairs.

Museum and Cultural Context: Students 
select a work, consider its placement within 
the Museum, and explore how historical 
events, social and cultural movements, and the 
artist’s background are reflected in the work.
Beyond the Surface: In this 60-minute session, 
students examine one work of art in depth 
through reading, writing, sketching, and group 
discussion exercises.
Foreign Language: All of the above activities 
can be adapted for foreign language classes 
to provide out-of-the-box opportunities to 
strengthen foreign language skills.

To schedule a tour or class visit, contact 
Rochelle Caruthers, university academic 
programs coordinator, at rochelle.caruthers@
wustl.edu or 314.935.9433 at least two weeks 
in advance. The university academic programs 
coordinator is a new position designed 
to connect the Museum with Washington 
University faculty, staff, and students. 

Faculty members are also welcome to bring 
their classes for self-guided visits. Please 
contact the Museum when scheduling a 
self-guided visit to ensure gallery space will 
be available for your group. It is preferable to 
schedule class visits during open hours, but 
exceptions can be made with advance notice.

Educators participate in professional development workshop at 
the Kemper Art Museum inspired by the 2012–13 exhibition Design 
with the Other 90%: CITIES. 

Allison Taylor, manager of education, leads a visual analysis of George 
Caleb Bingham’s Daniel Boone Escorting Settlers through the 
Cumberland Gap (1851–52). Oil on canvas, 36½"x 50¼". Gift of 
Nathaniel Phillips, 1890.

A group discusses artworks on loan to the 2013 exhibition WŎmen 
(我们): Contemporary Chinese Art.


